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July 24, 2019
 
 
The Honorable Raul Grijalva  
Chairman 
Natural Resources Committee 
1324 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Jared Huffman 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, and Wildlife 
1324 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
 
The Honorable Rob Bishop  
Ranking Member 
Natural Resources Committee 
1329 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Tom McClintock 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, and Wildlife 
1329 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515

 
 
Dear Chairman Grijalva, Ranking Member Bishop, Subcommittee Chairman Huffman, and 

Ranking Member McClintock, 

 

In advance of the upcoming legislative hearing in the Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, and 

Wildlife, we are writing to let you know of our strong support the bipartisan bill H.R. 2185, the 

District of Columbia Flood Prevention Act of 2019. If enacted, H.R. 2185 would add the District 

to the definition of a “coastal state” under the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, 

making the nation’s capital eligible to start a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) funded coastal zone management program.  

 

More than 70% of the District is located within the coastal plain and is already experiencing the 

effects of climate change and sea level rise. Since the 1950s, NOAA estimates that there has 

been a 373% increase in nuisance flooding in the District. Currently, over $4 billion in property, 

both private and federal, and including national treasures like the Thomas Jefferson Memorial 

and the White House, could be subject to flood damage. Rising tides and more frequent flooding 

will also lead to more environmental impacts. Valuable coastal habitat, such as wetlands and 

riparian forests, may be displaced. In addition, frequent flooding could mean increased 

stormwater pollution which is a major source of impairment for our local waterways.  
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Allowing the District to develop a coastal zone management program will help leverage local 

and Federal resources to address future effects from flooding. Like many other of our nation’s 

cities and states, the District must utilize every available resource to combat future 

environmental impacts from the threats of climate change and sea level rise. We ask that you 

enter this letter into the hearing record and move H.R. 2185 through House legislative process 

and over to the Senate.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Phil Mendelson 
Chairman 
Council of the District of Columbia  
 
Anita Bonds 
At-Large Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia  
 
David Grosso 
At-Large Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia  
 
Elissa Silverman 
At-Large Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia  
 
Robert C. White, Jr.  
At-Large Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia 
 
Brianne K. Nadeau 
Ward 1 Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia 
 
Jack Evans 
Ward 2 Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia 
 
Mary M. Cheh 
Ward 3 Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia 
 

Brandon T. Todd 
Ward 4 Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia 
 
Kenyan R. McDuffie 
Ward 5 Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia 
 
Charles Allen 
Ward 6 Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia 
 
Vincent C. Gray 
Ward 7 Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia 
 
Trayon White, Sr. 
Ward 8 Councilmember 
Council of the District of Columbia 
 
John E. Akridge III 
Chairman 
Akridge 
 
John Begert 
Principal 
MRP Realty 
 
Hedrick Belin  
President 
Potomac Conservancy 
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Brent Bolin  
Chesapeake Regional Director 
Clean Water Action 
 
James Piper Bond 
President and CEO 
Living Classrooms Foundation 
 
Jeanne Braha 
Executive Director 
Rock Creek Conservancy 
 
Ari Eisenstadt  
DC Conservation Advocate 
Audubon Naturalist Society 
 
Jim Foster 
President and CEO 
Anacostia Watershed Society 
 
Erin Garnaas-Holmes, Ambassador 
Anacostia Watershed Urban Waters 
Partnership 
 
Stan Jackson 
President and CEO 
Anacostia Economic Development 
Corporation  
 
Suzanne Kelly  
Acting President 
Anacostia Riverkeeper 
 
Joshua Kurtz 
Director of Policy Development 
The Nature Conservancy, MD/DC Chapter 
 
Melissa Lavinson  
Senior Vice President, Government Affairs 
Pepco Holdings 
 
Michael Lucy 
Principal 
Sustainable Life Designs 
 
Matthew Gravatt  

Deputy Legislative Director 
Sierra Club 
 
Herb Miller 
Chairman 
Western Development Corporation 
 
Phillip Musegaas  
Vice President of Programs and Litigation 
Potomac Riverkeeper Network 
 
Greg Meyer 
Executive Vice President,  
Greater DC Region, Brookfield Properties 
 
Philip Pannell  
Executive Director 
Anacostia Coordinating Council 
 
Tom Skinner 
Managing Partner 
Redbrick LMD 
 
Doug Siglin 
Chief Executive 
RainCredits 
 
Michael Stevens  
President 
Capitol Riverfront BID 
 
Chris Weiss 
Director, Washington Office 
DCEN/Global Green USA 
 
Marchant Wentworth 
Owner and Principal 
Wentworth Green Strategies 
 
Pamela Wessling 
Owner and Principal 
Urban Alchemy 
 
Anthony Williams 
CEO and Executive Director 
Federal City Council 


